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Congratulations to both grades for their strong starts to the season against Golden
Stars. First grade earned a creditable 2-2 draw, while the Reserves won 4-3. Thanks
again for the encouraging feedback, please let us know if there’s anything you'd like to
be included in forthcoming issues of The Wanderer. Thanks to this week’s guest match
reviewers - Andy Corlett and Kieran Buckley.

NEWSHESIK

With all being relatively “l am not a gay, but if | (France), Mark van Bom-
quiet news wise in The was, or if | was a woman, mel (Netherlands) and
¢ Wanderers world (match which is similar, | would do Ivica Olic (Croatia) sprinted
reports a little further on David Beckham. But that's  towards the referee and
in the newsletter) we just my individual opinion.”  got Rafael sent off.
thought we would have a
quick look at what else is Fergie continues to keep
going on in the world of us entertained with his post “I guarantee you we will
football. match comments when- finish fourth.”
ever United don’t get a fa-
Has any club ever been vourable result. - Rafa Benitez - December
relegated in the same 20009.
weekend that they reached As it was again last week
the FA Cup final? following United's exit from See you next week.
the Champions League at
Hats off to Portsmouth. the hands of German team
Sadly, even if they were to  Bayern Munich. &
win the cup they are ineligi- |
ble to enter the Europa “Eleven men. .. no prob- J
League next season. lem . .. young boy, a bit
inexperienced . . . they
It seems that when Peru- got him sent off, every- u
vian strikers aren’t thinking one sprinted towards the That's the Most turneqd on |
about putting the ball in the referee, typical Germans have been by a guy” 2
back of the net they are —you can'tdispute y
contemplating the more that.”
important things in life. Simon T
Take this from Roberto - Alex Ferguson after, recent enzl(J)Z%te?'Sv(\:/ll:ESlng his
Silva for example: eh, Franck Ribery boy in Bangkok a lady_

Quote Of The Week




Name Gavin Harmon
Age 32 33

Home town Tallaght[Tal-Ahh] Dublin. Aka
Tallaghfornia, Pram Springs. Has produced
such greats as Richard Dunne and Robbie
Keane. It's where the first Tallaght ban
came from. The sale of cider was not al-
lowed at H. Williams( like tesco’s) because
the quality of fake Id was so good and too
many teenagers were getting arrested.

Occupation Author, | write code.

Marital status Yeah | love Bruce Lee, have
a friend in work that looks like him. He drink
many many coke.

Time in Oz 3:29.. no.. 3:30, sorry. 5:30am
in Tallaght.

Years at Wanderers 5th season if | had
played.

Position Will desperately try not to use this
guestion to crack an obvious joke as I'm sure
J.P. has already got it covered. Right back or
the Heinrick Maneuver.

What team do you support and why?  Tot-
tenham Hotspur, because of my uncle taking
me to the games as a child. | had the choice
of that or going to mass on the weekend.
Should have gone to mass, at least the
Catholic church apologise to people !!

Favourite player Ronaldo (the real one ..not
one named after an American president)
when he exploded onto the scene against
Deportivo... such pace.. and he never forgot
to take the ball with him either.... | admire

- that. Gazza and Ginola follow.

' Favourite band/music  Paul Weller is god.

- Funniest Wanderers Moment Adam telling

Nick “ye can’'t do that” when he
took out a banana to eat when we
were away to golden stars. | think
Nick still doesn’t get the joke.

Who would you most/least like to room
with on away trips? I've roomed with J.P.
before, at the snow and we never got cold
for some reason. Hooley... reason.. last time
| roomed with him | woke up upside down in
a laundry basket!

Funniest football moment?  Whenever an
AFL player kicks a ball into open space and
celebrates a goal...Hilarious. What a special
sport that is! It's funny because they call it
football.

Best football memory? Gazza sticking into
the back of the net from 30 yards in the FA
Cup Semi final against an Arsenal team that
were only beaten once in the league in 91.
“Is he going to have a crack... | think he is
you know... Oh | say.. that is... Schoolboys
own stuff 11”..

What 3 things would you take to a desert
island? A transformer that turns from a boat
into a swanky beach

hut (with all mod cons),

some cheerleaders to

sing my name all

day.... and a lamp-

shade.

Blonde or Brunette?
I’'m actually in between
at the moment and
have been for several
years.. | like to call it
African  sunrise  but
thanks for asking....oh
right... | go brunette.

Beer, wine or spirits?
Correct, in that order
too.




Did you have a nickname?
Not sure, though it certainly wasn’t ‘Fast’.

When did you play for The Wanderers?
'98 through ‘05.

How did you come to join The Wanderers?

Steve Lucas, through Craig McAinsh introduced
me to training at Birchgrove Oval ... ferry rides
from the CBD and training amidst coconut palms
and a bunch of scousers, Geordies and the occa-
sional West Ham supporter did the rest!

What position did you play?
Never entirely sure ... but certainly drifted left and
to the back until ‘in nets’ removed all doubt.

Where are you now?
Lilyfield & Olympic Park mostly and getting ready
to train my son and his mates in Balmain U-6’s

What other clubs have you played for?
There are others?

Are you still playing football?
At work on the flattest of turf that plays host to Mi-
lan juniors, the Bulldogs and SIPSoccer

What is your favourite memory from The Wan-
derers?

Waldo’s many falcon’s, 2 Ton-nofun-Gunn’s Hod-
dle stance, the formidable back line of Bailey,
Daly, some Dutch bloke and Pomford, 2 telly’s
Eddy Mogun’s ability to hold all on edge fearing a
kick off with Arncliffe, Dangerous Dave!, arriving
from the hospital after Taya’s birth to knock 28 in
the over at the inaugural England v ROTW cricket
match to return with snag and beer in hand and an
even bigger smile on my face! Rory’s hat-trick to
level the score against Arncliffe after | had to leave
the pitch with a broken arm and having let in 4
goals!

What is your worst memory from The
Wanderers?

Fumbling the ball on the edge of the box
and in scrambling to recover
watching the Arncliffe striker
pound the ball and break my arm
at the same time to make it 1-4

Who was your fa-
vourite Wanderers
player to play with
and why?

Nearly all of them...
but perhaps mostly
Stevie Payne who’s

quips brought
home comedy
hour.

Who was your least favourite Wanderers player

to play with and why?

Big nose... watching him retch in between bollock-
ing Marcus... amongst other things

Who was your favourite/worst team to pla
against? '
| never took much notice to care.

Where was your favourite/worst ground to play
at?
| never took much notice to care.

How did you prepare for a game?
A head full of Stella, bottle of vimto and plenty of
deep heat.

Did you prefer to change in the change rooms

or the privacy of your own home? Why?

If only Waldo had installed the Jacuzzi at Eastern
Park!




=+% On the opening day of the sea-
L% son Wanderers made the long
# trek out to play Golden Stars.
& Two things are always guaran-
_ﬁ= teed with this fixture, the sun will

8 be shining and Hooley will be on
=+ cock watch...neither disap-

"= pointed!

%2 With 4 new signings in the start-
2% ing lineup, Wanderers started
%% the match positively and quickly
w1l got on top against a tired looking
-_q Golden Stars. Following a great
x cross from Shingo, Paul put for-
% ward an early contender for miss
-.' of the season, somehow manag-
Bing to hit the bar with a free
g header from 2 yards. Scott
#*5 Ritchie nearly spilt some beer,
= Beachy commented that “even
&~ Stephen Hawking’s could have
% scored that” and Geordie was
% almost lost for words...Paul you
,,,...'r were so close!
& With Wanderers continuing to
i dominate play, Ryan saw a good
effort hit the bar and Paul was
¥ unlucky not to get a stretching
4 volley on target. Following an-
_~: other free rowmg move |nvoIV|ng

a number of Balmain players,
the impressive Shingo popped
up with a goal to give Wanderers
a deserved lead.

With half time fast approaching
and Wanderers looking relatively
comfortable, Golden Stars
equalised following some sloppy
defending. With a corner only
partially cleared and the Balmain
defence starting to push out, an
early ball played into the box
gifted the centre forward a free
header from little over 6 yards
out. Making no mistake he left
Brandon with no chance and
was seen giving Paul a quick
'that's the way it's done son'
head rub on the way back to the
half way line.

With the game locked at 1-1
Wanderers went into the half
time break wondering how they
weren't leading and looking for-
ward to some words of wisdom
from the manager. With Geordie
part way through his half time
team talk, Wanderers made their
way out for the 2nd half...yeah |

thought Mlcky Gunn was the
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manager too' Almost immedi Tike
ately Mark scored his first goal "'"*
for the club and set Wanderers ;
on the way to what appeared a '.':»—;
likely victory. Despite continuing "'-*
to dominate play Balmain could- %%
n't find the illusive third goal, &
which would surely have killed
the game off. With 10 minutes g
remaining the referee decided to #
do his best Uriah Reniee impres- &
sion and award Golden Stars ag
dubious free kick on the edge of §
the box. Making the most of ,+ i
rare opportunity the Golden
Stars striker duly dispatched "
crisp drive into the top corner,
again giving Brandon no chance.

'-
-
"l.

,\
Adam nearly won it at the end

with a 25 yard drive forcing the
keeper into a smart save, but in '__'
the end it wasn't to be. As the ‘t"
final whistle went everyone was &
left ruing missed opportunities. ¥
Wanderers in terms of dropping "'E‘
two points and Hooley because ¥
there were no showers! S



David v Goliath

After three successive defeats in
Finals to Golden Stars last sea-
son the Wanderers were facing
arguably the hardest game of
the season first up! With Brian
Clough style determination of
being his own man Hooley
named a 4-5-1 formation and 4
Wanderers making their debuts,
Neil, Matt, Dave and Jake, with
an attack spearheaded for the
1% time by Gavin Russell.

Any doubters were silenced
within the first 5 mins. A neat
touch and 35 yard lob from Rus-
sell was just saved by the
keeper. Moments later however
the keeper was left stranded as
Russell turned the defender in-
side out and shot left-footed into
the corner of the net from the
edge of the box! The celebra-
tory run to the sidelined left him
catching breath for the next
10mins.

Golden Stars added players to a
somewhat depleted side and as
possession grew the equaliser
came. It didn't take long how-
ever for Russell to restore the
lead and get his second. With a
great run by new signing Dave
cutting in from the left and unsel-
fishly passing across the box for
Russell to control the ball and in
it went.

The defence continued to feel
pressure but were not to be out
muscled, Neil dribbling the ball
out of defence and starting the
attack on more that one occa-
sion. 2-1 it finished at the
break.

Another tactical change at half-
time bringing on Micky Olford
reaped instant dividends. Again
huge credit went to Russell for
the assist. After winning the tus-
sle for the ball down the right
with the defender he cut inside
and pulled the ball back for
Olford to strike home with some

confidence! Again as we ex-
pected G.S. fought back hard
and grabbed a second, 3-2.

More changes from Hooley saw
kiwl Simon, the Engine, and
Kieran enter the field.

It was left to debutant Simon to
give us some valuable breathing
space as he picked up the ball
on the left and race towards the
box before unleashing a power-
ful drive low and hard into the
back of the net with 15mins to

go.

Golden Starts energy saw them
claw 1 back to make it a nervous
finish with all hands to the pump
but the Wanderers defended
with everything they had left to
secure a memorable victory!!!

Managers MOM : Gavin (Top of
the leader board) Russell. 2
goals and an assist






Remember to email you answers to balmainwanderersfc@gmail.com by 5pm Friday to enter the
season’s competition—anyone is welcome to enter.

This weeks questions are all about FA Cup Semi Finals...

1.
2.
3.

o
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Which team has appeared in the most FA Cup Semi Finals?

Which ground has staged the most FA Cup Semi Finals?

There were 13 goals scored in the 1989-90 Semi Finals, which teams were involved (half a
point for each)?

Which team has lost the most FA Cup Semi Finals?

Before Ryan Giggs scored his famous winner for Man Utd v Arsenal, who had already scored
to take the tie to extra time (half a point for each)?

Which was the last team outside the top two divisions to reach the FA Cup Semi Final?

Which was the first Semi Final to be played at Wembley Stadium?

Which was the only FA Cup Semi Final to require three replays to find a winner?

How many FA Cup Semi Final’'s have been settled with a penalty shoot-out?

Outside of London, which English city has used the most venues for FA Cup Semi Finals?



QUIZ CORNER - Last weeks answers:

How much is the current A League salary cap? $2.1M

Which team won the first A League Minor Premiership (finished top of the league)? Adelaide United
Which player has scored the most A League goals? Archie Thompson

Which teams did Steve Corica play for in England (half a point for each)? Leicester, Wolves & Walsall
What was the name of the team replaced by Wellington Phoenix in 2007? New Zealand Knights

What is the name of the new Sydney side entering the competition? Sydney Rovers

Who play at the Dairy Farmers Stadium? North Queensland Fury

Who scored the first ever A League goal? Carl Veart (Newcastle Jets vs Adelaide United 26h Aug 2005)
What was the name of the former Australian top flight league? National Soccer League

10 Which mean played in each of the first four seasons and never finished in the top four? Perth Glory

YOU ARE THE REF - Last weeks answers:

1. This is a violent, red card challenge — but that doesn't stop you using common sense and applying the
advantage in these circumstances. So award the goal and then show the defender the red card for his
challenge.

2. While it may seem unfair to aid the attacking team here, this is not a valid penalty, so the kick must be
retaken. The law states clearly that the ball must move forwards from a penalty kick: until it does so, the
kick has not been taken.

3. Nice idea, but sadly it's a foul throw. Although he has completed the action correctly, the law does also
state that the thrower must be facing the field of play when taking the throw. So restart play with a throw
to the opposition.

©CoNoOhrwWNE
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Annual Charity Shirt Auction

This is your chance to have your lucky number for
the year and give a little money to charity. 7 and
22 are always highly sought after!!

See if you can open the tight purse strings of one
of the Jocks by bidding on their favourite number
The Engine has only ever spent a collective
$25.00 for the past three years on the number 9
(tight as a nut)!

The Auctioneer back by popular demand again this
year will be Thomas “Don’t touch my calves” Mac-
donald.

The Dry Dock will be putting on a special menu for
those who want dinner, which will be a choice of
Steak, Schnitzel or Fish (Barramundi) with a house
beer or wine for $15.00.

This is a great chance for the club to welcome the
new players and celebrate the start of the 2010
season after what will be two tough opening
rounds!

All players partners, friends and old Wanderers
welcome!

Venue: Dry Dock Hotel, 22 Cameron St., Balmain
Date: Saturday, April 17th
Time: 7pm

Wanderers Family Day

Saturday, April 24th see’s The Wanderers first
game of the season at Easton Park, aka the home
of football.

This will be a family day so everyone is encour-
aged to come along and to bring their family and
friends too.

There will be free champagne and wine for the la-
dies a BBQ and some treats for the kids.

We hope to see many of you there.
Venue: Easton Park, Lilyfield Rd, Rozelle

Date: Saturday, April 24th
Time: 12:30pm onwards









