I_l!|
T

WANDER

=

fricial Wee
sWsietiel
Imair
inaer:
[a] -'=i! |

Plays'Super
Models;

i ik

'

Speed Dater
plusallthe latest. = ¥

S

— ™ el

newsonthenew, *

i e i
season, .ol {8
- r e r
R




Welcome to the second edition of “The Wanderer”, Ba

Imain

Wanderers FC weekly newsletter for the 2010 season.

Thanks to all for the positive feedback since the launch of The Wanderer a fortnight
ago. We're pleased to hear everybody is enjoying it and thanks to all those who en-
tered the quiz. Good luck to all the lads this weekend as the 2010 league campaign
kicks off against Golden Stars.

Wanderers travel to Fair-
field Park on Saturday to
get their 2010 campaign
underway against Golden
Stars.

Following an intensive pre-
season regime, new first
grade coach Micky Gunn is
in optimistic mood ahead
of the first game, “I am
sure the boys at Golden
Stars would have wished
for someone other than the
Wanderers in the opener”.

Eleven new signings are
eager to make a good
early start and Gunn is
happy with their pre-
season progress, “The new
lads have settled in well
and impressed the man-
agement team in the trial
games”.

And his thoughts on the
season ahead? “The SAFL
first division is for the first

time a real first divi-
sion. Every game will be a
big game but | have no
doubt we have the person-
nel to make finals football”.

Reserve grade joint man-
ager Mike Olford is also in
a positive frame of mind
ahead of the first game,
“‘we've been really im-
pressed with the fitness
levels of the lads through-
out pre-season and | ex-
pect us to hit the ground
running on Saturday.”

“Golden Stars got the
better of us in the three
Grand Finals last sea-
son, and we’re under no
illusions that it will be a
tough game at the week-
end. However, | think
we’re a stronger squad
this time round and look
in great shape to get

our season off to a win-

ning start on Saturday.”

Congratulations ¥
to Mike and| |
Paula on the* &
birth of Jack on 4
the 25th March,
proud Dad and
son are pictured
here watching”
last week’s Forest match
together.

The Wanderer will be back
next week with all the news
from the opening round.

Look-a-like Of The Week




Name Eddie Fitzgerald

Age Eligible for over 35’s this year!
Home town Dublin, Ireland
Occupation IT

Marital status
happily. JOKING!

Married, sometimes

Time in Oz 11 years

Years at Wanderers This is my testi-
monial year

Position Outside right or up front

What team do you support and
why? Liverpool. When |
was very young someone
older than me who |
looked up to supported
Liverpool. All my friends
from growing up are actu-
ally United supporters
which has proved painful!

Favourite player Kenny
Dalglish. Had the pleasure of meet-
ing him when Xabi Alonso introduced
us. Great guy. Alonso too.

Favourite band/music U2 but I like
lot's of different bands and types of
music. | have even been to see
Phantom Of The Opera. Twice! In
Dublin and Sydney.

Funniest Wanderers Mo-

ment Scottish Craig waking

up in a car park up in the Gold Coast
on my stag weekend having slept in
a cardboard box. He said he couldn’t
find our hotel. He was in the car park
of the hotel!

Who would you most/least like to
room with on away trips?  Micky
Gunn. He has all the gear so you
wouldn’t have to worry about forget-
ting anything. Geordie, | would never
get any sleep with all his yap!

Funniest football moment?  Johnny
O’Hara missing from literally 4 yards
out. He did it more than once.

Best football
May 25th 2005.

memory?  Istanbul,

What 3 things would you take to a
desert island? Miranda Kerr. Gisele
Bundchen. A football (for 3 and in!)
Blonde or Brunette? Blonde.

Beer, wine or spirits? Beer.



Who is your
partner?
Dave Graham

How did you

meet?

In a bar in

Surry Hills.
(<confession> we were speed dating at the time..)

What annoying habits does he have (space is
not an issue!)?
He will only ever shout me tap beer.

Is he romantic?
I've been informed romance is “for the guilty”.

What's the most romantic thing he has ever
done?

Survived through dinner with my dad, step mum &
brother.

Who is the footballer your partner most resem-
bles?

Hmm a young Robbie Fowler with Harry Kewell's

Who is the footballer you wish your partner
most resembled?

Beckham (obviously..) Looks. Not voice. Though
accent is similar.. Wouldn't say no to Kewell ei-
ther.

Who
Why?
Beckham/Kewell. Refer above.

is your favourite famous footballer?

Your man is lying injured on the pitch, writhing
around in agony. Do you:

A. Laugh

B. Runto his aid

C. Continue gossiping with the other girls

D. Say to yourself, "Christ, he's going to be

moaning tonight"
E. Not even notice... Then D.

Your man comes home after a hard game and

puts his dirty football socks straight into the

wash basket.

Do you:

A. Beat the shit out of him and tell him to get
his socks the hell out of there

B. Ensure that his socks are washed imme-
diately so they don't lose their whiteness

C. Ask him if he would like some 'Comfort’
put in the washing machine so they smell
nice and are nice and soft the next time
he wears them

D. He's too neat to do that, he’d be opening the

comfort himself.

Your man scores two goals but fails to get the
hat trick. Will he complete his hat trick that
night?

A. Definitely
B. Definitely
C. Definitely
D. Definitely

Hat tricks are for the romantic.

Looks pretty romantic to us!






Remember to email you answers to balmainwanderersfc@gmail.com by 5pm Friday to enter the
season’s competition—anyone is welcome to enter.

This weeks questions are all about the A League...

How much is the current A League salary cap?

Which team won the first A League Minor Premiership (finished top of the league)?
Which player has scored the most A League goals?

Which teams did Steve Corica play for in England (half a point for each)?

What was the name of the team replaced by Wellington Phoenix in 2007?

What is the name of the new Sydney side entering the competition?

Who play at the Dairy Farmers Stadium?

Who scored the first ever A League goal?
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What was the name of the former Australian top flight league?

10. Which mean played in each of the first four seasons and never finished in the top four?



QUIZ CORNER - Last weeks answers:
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Who was Britain's first £2M player? Mark Hughes, to Barcelona for £2.5M in 1986

In which year did Wembley host its first FA Cup Final? 1923 (The White Horse Final - Bolton 2 West Ham 0)

Who were the first World Cup winners? Uruguay (1930)

Who were the first English league club to have an all-seater stadium? Coventry City (Highfield Road - 1981)

Who was the first player to score in the Premier League? Brian Deane (for Sheffield United against Manchester
United after 5 minutes on 15 August 1992)

Who scored the first goal in the 1966 World Cup Final? Helmut Haller (after 12 minutes)

Who was the first player to win 100 England caps? Billy Wright (won his 100" cap against Scotland in 1959)

Who was the first goalkeeper to score in the Premier League? Peter Schmeichel (for Aston Villa vs Everton in 2001)
Who was the first player to score at the new Wembley in an official match? Giampaolo Pazzini (after 28 seconds for
Italy U21s vs England U21s on 24 March 2007)

10. Where was the first European Cup Final staged? Paris (Real Madrid vs Reims 1956)
YOU ARE THE REF - Last weeks answers:

1.

You cannot abandon the game in these circumstances: it is up to the authorities to decide what to do after the game
has reached its conclusion. So you should bring both captains together, explain to them that the situation will be
reviewed after the match, and tell them to complete the game. It's a real mess though, and shows the danger of al-
lowing these manufactured restarts. Frankly | would have tried to stop play before the ball had entered the goal.
Award a penalty and show the goalkeeper a yellow card for unsporting behaviour. It is clear from the path of the ball
that an obvious goal scoring opportunity has not been denied, so it's not a red.

An abandonment is entirely your decision. You should base your decision on whether the game has become a farce
or dangerous to the safety of the players. In a league or cup game at the top level, the procedure for calling a game
off is to approach the ground commander, tell him that you are going to abandon, and then play on for a few min-
utes in order to allow the police and stewards to prepare the safe exit of spectators.
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The Eve of the Balmain Wanderers 2010 season is
upon us, the gaffers have put together two really
great looking squads of which we are expecting

big things for 2010.

Hopefully we will play like Champions but we will
definitely look the part with the new kits on order.

The new Kit is previewed two pages on.

Annual Charity Shirt Auction

This is your chance to have your lucky number for
the year and give a little money to charity, 7 and
22 are always highly sought after!!

See if you can open the tight purse strings of one
of the Jocks by bidding on their favourite number,
the Engine has only ever spent a collective $25.00
for the past three years on the number 9 (tight as a
nut)!

This is a great chance for the club to welcome the
new players and celebrate the start of the 2010
season after what will be two tough opening
rounds!

All players partners, friends and old Wanderers
welcome!

Annual Cricket Day - England vs. ROTW

It was a stunningly hot day and such was the con-
dition of our hangovers that the Rest of the World
Retros wanted to kick back in the pavilion and

watch the Pom Metrosexuals suffer in the wilting
heat

We just had to win the toss.

As the coin was flipped in the air by Matty Friend,
both Dave and | knew that this would be his only
chance to gain a victory that day for the Poms; it
would be a small victory but it would be a victory at
least.

Sadly however the coin revealed a tail and it was
time for the Poms to take to the field and for the
formidable opening partnership of Matt "New Best"
Friend and Adam "World of Leather" Barrow to pad
up and pummel the bowling. As they strode out to
the hallowed astro of the Easton Park Oval the rest
of the world batsmen didn't even bother padding
up as they knew that the most feared opening pair*
since West Indies' legends Gordon Greenidge and
Desmond Haynes (Hayden and Langer? never
heard of them) would pile on 50 runs from the first
5 or 6 overs.

Imagine the disbelief back in the sheds when Dean
"The unacceptable face of modern policing" Davis
pouched a lucky catch on the boundary from one
of Adam's mighty shots. Brandon "Lee" Bisnett
goes in and with Matt they begin to steady the
ship. Matt gets his customary 25 and retires, the
run rates drops and then Brandon is gone. Could
this be the start of a massive cricketing upset?
Could Dave's stirring speech to the Poms before
the match about the white cliffs of Dover, beating
the Huns during the war, the plucky Tim Henman,
the majesty of Becks and Posh Spice, the easy



sluts of the north east of England, could this
speech lift to them to victory?

No.

So at drinks the Retros were 60 for 2 off 10
overs, a total well below all expectations.

Cometh the hour, cometh the man. The Big Man.
Big Mick "King of Spain" Walsh, Wanderer of the
old school, thundered back to the wicket with
intent on his mind: not just to steady the ship but
to retrofit it with bigger engines and bigger
guns.....guns that fired runs.

And then the runs came. Big Mick gets 25 runs
and retires. Tommy and John O'Hara put on a 50
stand, not even the pace machines of Paul
"Mildman" Wildin and Andy "I'll run it off* Corlett
are able to break their iron partnership....mention
must be made of Gav "Buns of meat" Russell's
helping of the ball over the boundary for another
six for the skipper. Gav Russell as in THE Gav
Russell, the only player to have ever got Tommy
out since he started playing in this match.
(Batting average at a Bradman-esque 100).

Back in the sheds they were thinking this was as
good as it gets. They were wrong. Tommy re-
tired, O'Hara caught on 25, then the real fun be-
gan.

Eden "Clive" Peters and Nick "O'Time" Cofill pro-
vided what will be long remembered as the most
devastating assault on the Poms bowling ever
seen. Their many lusty blows providing 4s and
6s aplenty. By this stage the downtrodden body
language of the poms was reflecting just how
much this match was slipping away from them
since the drinks break. Dave Graham was now
looking a forlorn figure, a broken man, the con-
trast of being best and fairest last season to the
hapless leader of a ragged bunch was etched in
pain and despair on his craggy north eastern
face.

And so with additional contributions from Jimmy
"On yer Bike" Nichol and John-Paul "Ringo
George" Quail the Retros posted 198-9, a formi-
dable total.

9 an over required - was this beyond the poms?
Would they rise to the challenge?

Not after Adam bagged a wicket in the first over.
And then a tidy over from JP, showing his goog-
lies reminding us all of the surprise package he
has.

By now everyone was chipping in with their
bowling and fielding, whittling away the wickets
of the poms and suffocating their run rate as ef-
fectively as the Boston Strangler would do an old
dame. And then the beauty of Craig "Tugger"
Guyan, the notorious Aberdonian enforcer with
his first over of international cricket, and first
over of any kind of cricket, was a sight to behold
- his hard man image a foil to the gentle craft of
his spin bowling, as he grabs his first wicket -
helping on a scooped chance into the welcoming
pals of the skipper.

Such was the despair and joylessness of the
Poms that we even laid on some comic relief, in
the form of the other Aberdonian, Callum "Great
Baws of Fire" Stewart to dish up some tasty pies.
His strategy was simple - pretend the stumps
were a nice girl looking for commitment....and
avoid them at all costs. Seizing the record of
bowling the most balls in an over since JP last
year is a magnificent achievement, and one he
can at least tell his ma with some pride.

Down and out and with only pride to play the
Poms kicked back....the kick of a baby in the
womb that is. Andy Corlett offering some resis-
tance and second top scoring with 16
runs....beaten only by the Poms' Mr Reli-
able...their top scorer in all this fixtures: Extras
(25). It must be noted that Corlett was only one
of 3 flesh and blood Poms to break the double
figure barrier.

And so it was that with one wicket in hand the
poms limped to yet another drubbing, not even
breaking the 100 barrier.

After the now traditional shaking of hands and
telling of lies ("well played Poms") we retired to
the Ruby for some hard-earned thirst breakers.

Cricket and fair play were the victors that day, or
to be completely accurate, the Retros were.

*Greenidge and Haynes made 6482 runs while
batting together in partnerships, the highest total
for a batting partnership in Test cricket history.












